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deal with me as you choose/' The srowu shouted approval, at this magnanimous confession, an'3 the police lot dov-*u the thief into the well by means of a rope. As soon as he arrived at the bottom, he uiitieJ the rope, aud escaped tLroagh the mine, The police waited fur a !oLg time at the mouth of L'LD well, and when they got tired, ti;ey .sent another man down, who very soon informed them that he Lad discovered a mine, leading out of the well On being told to enter the mine, he crawled along therein, till he issued frum the oven, and walked up to the assembled crowd* All were amazed, and unanimously agreed that the thief hrid performed a great exploit, by robbing a quantity of goods escaping iumseil and also delivering guiltless men fioni punishment,
It is on record that Laytb hud, with his two sons O'mar and Ydkub, committed so many depredations in E'rak and KLoir.'-an, and that their ill-repute bad so much spread, as to cause all \b~. roads to be watched for them, and they became reduced to great distress on account of the impossibility of pursuing their vocation of robbers and thieves. Accord!ugly they consulted with each other, aud decided to dig a mine to the treasury of the king of Tabryz, in order to obtain property enough for their whole live??; which they might, after that, spend ia comfort aud ease. They actually executed their project, and stole a great deal of treasure, which they conveyed to their abode. Layth, however, returned once more to the treasury with the intention of getting hold of some extremely valuable gems and pearls, which he suspected might still be there. On entering the place again, he perceived something white on a shelf, which he believed to be a precious stone, but on putting his tongue against it, he thought he had tasted salt. This discovery so impressed him, that he immediately returned home, and ordered bis sons to carry back to the treasury everything they had taken. They asked why they should lose the things for which they had jeopardized their lives ; but they were tola by their father, tlru he Lud t-ASl-1 ^al*., and that he would not take anything from a uiau whose sait he Lad eaten, as such an act would be most outrageous. They obeyed, aud restored all the property. Meanwhile the discovery was made by the king's people, that a mine to the treasury had been dug, and the king ordered at once an inventory to be made, to see what Was missing. After examination it was found that nothing whatever had been abstracted. The king hereon issued a proclamation, tLat the man who had performed this exploit need fear nothing, but that, on the contrary, he would, if lie presented himself to the king, obtain a reward for it. When Layth heart: this news, he performed his ablution, and prayed with two geuuHexions: and then presented himself,
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